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Hugh's life changed dramatically when he saw Cindy Murdock, a perky little blonde with 

comely brown eyes and a gorgeous figure. She bounced through Red Velvet one 

afternoon when he was unloading crates of soft drinks, and said hello in passing. Hugh 

was smitten and asked a bartender who she was. Just another girl who claimed to be 

eighteen, same as the rest, though no one ever checked. Hugh mentioned her to Nevin, 

who immediately saw some harmless trouble and found it too good to leave alone. He 

arranged a tryst, and Hugh, at the age of fifteen, entered a new world. He was 

immediately consumed with Miss Murdock and thought of nothing else. While his 

classmates told dirty jokes, swapped girlie magazines, and fantasized, Hugh was 

enjoying the real thing at every opportunity. She was more than willing and thought it 

hilarious that she had Mr. Malcom’s son on a leash. Nevin became worried that the little 

romance would be talked about by other employees and found the lovebirds a safer 

place in one of the cheap motels owned by the company. 

Lance was impressed by his son's deepening interest in the business, while at the same 

time Carmen noticed an ominous change in behaviour. She found his cigarettes, 

confronted him, and was told not to worry because all the kids were smoking. It was 

even permitted at school, with a note from home. She smelled beer on his breath and 

he laughed it off. Hell, she drank, Lance drank, everybody they knew enjoyed alcohol. 

He didn't have a problem, so relax. He was skipping school and Sunday Mass and running 

with a rougher crowd. Lance, when he was home, ignored her concerns and said the kid 

was just being a teenager. 

Grisham, J. (2022). The Boys from Biloxi: A Legal Thriller (Chapter 6, pág. 33). Doubleday.  

 


